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A population must have enough strong Take a small sample of seed in hand from one Take only as much seed from the ecosystem
individuals successfully reproducing seed plant and examine it closely. Notice the variation as is both necessary and fair. Certainly take (
to survive the export of seed by in maturity in your sample - is most seed fully no more than 25% of the ripe, mature seed
wilderafters. mature? Collection should oceur only at that \ available on a given day.
To gauge this, count the plants with seed. point. If you collect too early, \Ifnuch seed will be Co¥131der that na,tlvg se(?ds gen(?ra,lly have \
i : 5 wasted - not useful to you and not able to high rates of germination. Estimate the / B
Try to lngib C(.)lle.ctlo.ns to populations of complete its lifecycle. number of seeds you need for your planting '
50+ within view at once. Ripe seed has a hard seed coat and most species = project. If the sample you examined was 1
Never collect if there are 10 or fewer plants will resist being smashed if you try to cut into the mostly fully mature, how many samples from Jf',‘
with viable seed. Certainly do not collect seed with your thumbnail. ~ how many individual plants would you need to
seed from rare or endangered plants. '* Seed maturity is about whether complete meet your collection need? Count out loud to
- fertilization occurred and the embryo is developed that number as you collect to keep track.
and protected by the seed coat. Immature seed is Give thanks!

; often milky. Mature seed is brittle and hard. Usea
- i jeweler's loupe or magnifying glass to inspect seed '
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over a light and you will find each mature seed b Label each collection bag: " / A
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Wild seed is a critical part of the
»' local ecosystem. Collecting seed can )
")« either participate in the ecosystem or

X deplete it. Choose participation as a
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‘&’ : \1 wildcrafter by asking permission
P o : w g from the place, and by taking only
NOte the SOll tex O | S no/ “ what you can steward.
: , 3@?'\{*' YOS 1) [ N s oY Don't collect from the first
and local ecologyto '/ yhthe <.

plant you see, but walk among the
. population and notice which plants
.7y have abundant seed. Return the seed !

v § you collect to the soil - seed can only |
take root out of your hands.




